JIM KEARNS BROWN THOMAS

IM KEARNS’ position as a liveried
BT doorman is just the latest
installment in a life spent almost
entirely in uniform: he spent

16 years with the Irish Guards
regiment of the British Army; then
held a job at Buckingham Palace;
followed by postings in Kenya,

: Hong Kong and Yemen; then a brief stint in
You've SpOt ted them the Irish Army and 25 years as security for

hundreds of times, given the Central Bank.

7 Tt Nl Since October, he has been manning the
them a little nod and a doors of the iconic Grafton Street store, a

smile as you pass by . role he describes as mainly ceremonial. “I
- s . greet people in and send them off happy,”
o ROBLR‘Tb, chats , | he says. “It’s a dying trade. When I was
to some Qf Dublin’s bﬁé ~ ‘ growing up, most stores and cinemas had
known do()rmié "y doormen. It’s a pity in a way because it

adds a bit of colour”

Jim is often asked to pose for photos and
frequently acts as a guide for wandering
tourists. “The amount of people who ask
me for information is phenomenal,” he says.
“Often it’s where can they get a drink!” He’s
happy to oblige.

Originally from Crumlin, he has seen the
city change dramatically over the years.
“Dublin used to be a simple capital city;
now it’s like most major cities in Europe,”
he says. “People ask me where they can find
other Irish shops and I have to point them
to Dunnes. Marks & Spencer, that’s English;
Next, that’s English. We're in danger of
losing our individuality.”

Working on Dublin’s busiest street also
gives Jim an insight into the seedier side of
city life. He singles out drugs and beggars
as two of the main problems and regrets the
image it presents. “It looks like we neglect
people or that it’s a city filled with crime.”

But he thinks buskers are great. “They add a
bit of class to the street!”

At 67, Jim says retirement is not for him.
“I've always adopted the criteria that if I
could earn a few bob, then I would earn a
few bob.” He has spent the last seven years
doing a part-time degree in Local Studies at
Maynooth and is due to collect his certificate
in September. A Masters in Military History
is his next goal.

So, nine months into his role, what does
he think of it? “I make people feel happy
and I love that part. My wife says it’s the
perfect job for me as I like talking to people.
And everybody speaks to a doorman.”
brownthomas.com
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